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OUU COUNTRY'S DANGER, AND TITS WEAKNESS. 

(Ivopuhlislicd iVom the Kiiiaucijjntor i-.n^l Free Ame rican.) 

Ths (Incmncn's ;incor.ip;inyin!T ilio mcs- "In llio event of war with either of the 
eng.:' of Pi\)5idenl Tyler conipriso the <ri'e:n Europf>an powers possessing colonies 
nual reports of tlif iwo diiri' oin.Ti-s i-lv.ir- in ihe West Indies, there uonld he danger 
gp.d widi ihe care ol' ti^o di'fen-cs ;,nd wiw- of the pe;nnsula of Florida being oeeupied 
iike forcj of llie connlry. the ':'(M-rplaries hy blacks from the isUinds. A proper ro- 
of V/ar and tlie Navy. We looli <if coiure gard to the security of our southern States 
to thctn to discover the expos; d points, requires thai prompt ;aid efficient measures 
th3 ca'.iS3s of the danfrer, and thetnt^ar.s of he adopted to prevent such a state of things, 
defencfi, wi.li the di-greo of reliance to he Whedier the Florida war be terminated 
placed ill the j)rop()scd defcnccf:. The during the next winter or not, 1 would re- 
Sjcrelary of War is lion. ,T. C. Sj^encer, commend that measures be iiiimediately ta- 
a gentUniian of the iir.4 rale t dents iur tiie ken to erect pennnaent works at Key Bis- 
d;;spn{ch of busiiv.'s.-! of any kind. His caytie, Key West, .-^ il l such other points 
report divider} ov.r available defcMces inti) among the keys or cn the peninstda as on 
tlireo classes: mu'al iorccs, forliiicaliors, examination liiay be found to possess tho 
niri facilities of interior comin;:n!c:'.iton. — i greatest military advantages. The. time- 
In treating of fortifications, j;nd of ili:? gan- ; !y ailention of the government, to that 
eral systein adopietl many years since, on ' imporiant obj(?ct may f5ave a heavy ex- 
Xh'd reriommendat.ion of Gvn, tJernavd, and [ petist, as welt as avert the most disas- 
urging their eomplpiion aKfasnis iho re- : trous consequences." 
S;mrs'es of tiie covtntry will allow, he says: i Thus it appears that in paying five mil- 
♦■Th:) works in!en;lcd for the incn-e re- i lions tor Florida, to prevent its becoming 
mote southern portion of onr territory par- j a ret-nge for nuiiierous slaves, we have in- 
ticnlarly require attention. Indicafc^ns are | carred the necessity of defending 1,500 
already made of designs of tlie wor^^t char- i nulfs of sea coast, to prevent its *'belng 
acter against that region, in the event of i occupied by blacks from the islands.'* A 
liostililies from a ceriain quarter, to which ! wise forethought, in<leed. 
we cannot bo insensiShi. The estimates i All this a'lusion of the New York Sec- 
submitted, with die means on tianJ, for the! ralary to designs "from a certain quarter'* 
C)inpletion of the works ai Beaufort and at; is, of course, sufriciently intelligible, and 
the mouih of Cape Fear river, iu Noiih j is vibcuT as direct as could he ventured on 
Carolina, at Charleston, Savannah, and St. i by a "Nordiern Man with Southern Prm- 
Augustine, will furnish ad.jqnate defences i ciples," especially when subserviency was 
to those places. To provide for the points' of recent adoption. But the Secretary of 
still remaining unprotected, in the event of j tic Navy, being a slaveholder, a nuUifier, 
hostilities being threatened before the sys-; one who lias seen service in defence of 
tern of fortifications is complete, a resort "our pecidiar institutions'' of repid)!ican 
to steam vessels of light dranoht will he: slavery, can alTord to be more explicit.— 
necessary; and in reference to sonie of lie save— 

them, where fortifications wouli! not avail,' "A war between die United States and 
as already indicated, that species of de- any conpiderable maratime Power w<mUl 
fence will be ind'spp.nsable. Five of thpse not be conducted at this day as it would 



in the Gulf of Mexico, and seven on the 
southern part of ihe Atlan'ic coast, are 
dt>=5med necessary by the Chief Engine* r." 

The report of the Q tarter Master Gen- 
eral, Jessup, accompanying that of the 
Se^'retary, points to the same thing in the 
fol .nwing terios: 



have been even twenty years ago. It 
woidd be a war of incursions, aiming at 
revolution. The first blow would be struck 
at us through our own institutions. No 
nation, it is presumed, would expect to be 
successful over us for any length of time, 
in a fair contest of arms upon our soil; and 
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no wise nation would attempt it. A more 
promising expedient would be sought, in 
arraying what are supposed to be the hos- 
tile elements of our social system againsl 
one another. An enemy so disposed, and 
free to land upon any part of our snii 
which misht. promise success Ut his entfu"- 
prise, woid l be arme:l with a four-fold 
power of annnyancp. Of the iiliima'e re- 
sult of s'.icli in;vai5ions, we have no reason 
to be afraid; but, oven i'i5j-'>^ ''^•■^l event, 
war npon our own soil wo-.dd be tiie more 
expeinivc, t.h3 more ctnbarrassinj, and the 
more horrible iu iti efpi'cts, by conipellinL' 
us at the same time to oppose an enemy in 
the field, and to liuard ajr^inst aUctnpls to 
euhverl our social systems. 

Heretofore we have found, in the shal- 
lowness of many of our waters, security, 
to a certain extent, against invasion by sea. 
So long as maratime wars were coutluc'eil 
in vessels of large size and ffr^at (h'aught. 
W3 had little to appreheud from tliem ex- 
cept at a f;^v.' points, aui! those were sus- 
cepuble of ad;?quate dcefenca on land. But 
thiss eeurity can no longer be re'ied on. — 
The applicatiivn of r-team power to vessels 
of war, an.l the iinprovements which linve 
r:;eently hi:2\\ made in artillery, are desli- 
nsd to chang? the whole system of mara- 
time war. S;eambo:-.ts of light drauiiht. 
and which may !>? easily transported across 
the ocean in vessels of a lari^^r class, may 
invade us at almost any p;iint of our ox- 
lended coast, may penelrate the interior 
throuiih our shallow rivers, and thus ex- 
pose half our country to hostile attacks. — 
The celerity with wliicli these movements 
could be made, the facdify with which 
Euch vessels couM escape, and the prompt- 
ness with which thev could cliang'j the 
point <»f attar^k, would enable an enemy, 
with a comparatively inconsiderable f(nvp, 
to harass our whole seaboard, end to carry 
all the horrors of war into the securest re- 
treats of our people. The efT^^ct of thece 
incursions wou.ld be terrible everywhere, 
hut in the southern portion of «mr country 
they might, and probably v.'ould, be disas- 
trous in the extreme.'' 

Hers all is made that can bp made of the 
"shallowness of our waters" and the use 
of "steamboats of light draught;" but it is 
plain tint the great soisrce of danjrer an:i 
cause of weakness h "ihe character of our 
instituiion!^," pointlnirto an. enemy at rnf'-': 

»*the prom'.sinn' expedient'' — 50 j\Ir. Up-]tb«v !J:>n7/lian Government, extending rr:^ni 
shur calls it — "of arravin?- wh t ar ' i Qr.'^ai, Brit;>i'.} to every important port in 

muU 
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What aie the "hostile elements of our sys- 
tem?" Are they the temperance men and 
tiie rumsellsrs? Ave they the Protestants 
and Catholics? The Galvinists and Meth- 
odists? The whigs and democrats? The 
farmers and manulaclerers? The old States 
and the new? The east and the west? The 
Anglo Saxon and the Anianglian? Are 
any of these to be termed "hostile elements 
of our system," w' ,tdi a wily and restless fo- 
^•eiirn foe would think it pratnicable to array 
against one another? Certainly not. The 
only "htisiils element" is ONE — that is, 
SLaVF/RY. It ii3 this afone that oflers a 
"promising expedient" of annoyance to 
con?iderat)]e maratime power" that 
may cojuc into collit ion with us, and which, 
all nations are now informed, will furnish 
to "an enemy so disposed," ^^-^ fourfold 
})07vcr of annoyance," to any that he could 
find, if it were net for the existence of this 
■'element;" and of course our government 
is subjected to the necessity of a "fourfold" 
provision of defence to correspond with 
the special danger thus created, And even 
with this extra provision, so great is the 
weiknof=s and debility createil in "our so- 
cial system," by these hostile elements," 
that, the guvarnments of Great Britain, 
Fi'ance, llus^ia, or Constantinople, are hero 
ofiicially told, if they choose to avail them- 
selves of this "prd'mising expedient," "/?i 
'hc he'if cvenf," they can create a war pe- 
culiarly "expensive" and embarrassing, 
and "horriI)le in itsefll'cts" to us, by "com- 
pelling us at the same time to oppose an 
pjiemy in the lield, and to guard }:gainst at- 
tempts to subvert our soci d system." 

Scmte cfour readers mrynriw recall to 
mind t' e famous report by Mr. KinEf, of 
G2;>rgia,at the extra session, in rC'?,nr»i to 
an ini'riia^e (if our navy, particularly in 
vh'.w of the vast, increase of the steam ma- 
rine of Kngland. In a speech, accompa- 
nying that, report., we find the following 
paraj'.'apb<^: 

"'I'lic Governments ofFranceand Eng- 
land v.-ere adopiinu an entively new policy, 
')y employhig armed s'eamers for commer- 
cial purposes; thus causiuir the sagacity and 
enterprise of ihe mercan^'^io community to 
support the expense of tU-;ir naval defences 
— a gi'cal and wonderful step in the prepar- 
ation for maratime warfare. h\ tuidition to 
theiii^er; pre\ iously exist'ng, a new one bad 
ntiv been formed, oti a contract wh. 



posed to be ih& HOSTILE ELEMENTS i 5kH?,il. These various linps had been 1 
our social syslem ajraiusi owe ariother." | tiplicd Vdl ihey nov/ resemble a perfect 
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across the ocean. Mr. K. had no appre- 
hension that that formidable and sagacious 
Power had any intention of immediate war 
with this country: it wouhl not at present 
suit her policy; hutslic was gradually anp 
silently yot surely allnring lior system. 



ing and skilful in regard to the trattsactions 
of war, for it is an old saying, that a by- 
stander often sees the points of a game bet- 
ter than the players. 

"I need not point to the germs of a for- 
eign war; the day is not distant when the 



She clssired ulioveall things to emancipa'.e I po;ndiar relation between us and one or two 
lierseif fram th.3 n3C2ssi!y of dapeiidiug on i of the most poweHul nations of Europe 



any of our prodiicis for carrying o:\ thns 
manitfactiiros which waro th 3 fjrc'-at sources 
of hei wenlth. Haiice, while sh^ had 
emancipate;! horslaves in the West Indi'ir?, 
she slill retained millions in slavery in In- 
dia, and was cndcavorin<rto avail herself of 



wiil call for snoro wisdom than at present 
governs this nation, to prove tliat my fears 
arc; groundless. Independent of these ex- 
tranoous r..nses, thera is that in the peculiar 
relations between the two classes alluded 
to, whicli Vvill invite aggression frcm 



their industry for a supply of raw material abroad, 
now obtained from this country. She look- "If one of the European nations, to 
eiwith cyesof jealous apprehension to the ! avenge a supposed injury — to draw off- a 
rapid growth and extending commerce of portion of its belligerent and troublesome, 
tills cnu'jtry, and the moment Great Britain | if not dangerous subjects — to gain the ap- 
could supply herself elsewhere with the ' plause due to those who relieve the oppress- 
raw material for her manufactures, wc'ed, from cupidity: the desire to monopo- 
might expect war, war to the knife, warjlize the trade, from ambition, or from, any 
with all h "r fhundjr. other or worse motive, should send a fleet 

"Mr. K. here made some remarks on' with eight or ten thousand warriors, each 
British emancipation, which he considered \ with a promise of promotion, (if not with 
but as one step in this grand scheme of the | a commission in his pocket.) to tt-ikc effect 
national policy. After dilating further on i upon their arrival in America, and land thi^s 
the grand gamenov/ playiuff by that conn- j nucleus of an army at or near Charleston, 
try, Mr. K. asked whether this government: or some other southern port, offering secu- 
would be content to sleep in reckless secu- irity, "free trade," and speedy forlunes to 
rity under such a state of things, and never! the renegade whites, .and liberty and lan4 
take a stop to meet and counteract asys- jto the blacks;' who ran doubt biJt-suc'h an 
tern of policy which vv^as aimed at our pros- j army, coujposed of the very elite of tho 
perity, and, if possible, at the very exist- j military men of modern Europe, now out 
cnc? of our republican instiuuions? 'Would | of employ, and ripe for any warlike adven- 
n'e wait |ilj sh:'. cam .' upo-i uslik«a thiefat ' ture, trained under Bonaparte, Wellington, 
night? Dili gentlemnn format that out of; or Dluclter, could, by such promises, in a 
the last fonrtcBn wars in Europe at least' few weeks, seduce to their standard ono 
ten had bsen comm?Miced without anv for-jhuntlre;! thousand able-bodied colored men, 
mal declaration? No; England woultl not! and with these march from New Orleans, 
send us word that she w:is comin<r. The 'or Augusta, to Philaik-lphia, or riew York, 
thunder of h 2r cannon would be the voice ! ravaging the intervening country with lire 
in whiclishe would sn:?ik the purpos3 of and swor l, ami laying every city, town or 
hei^ h^nn to 'i lonv hnted rifal," village, along the seaboard, imder contribu- 

N. B. How much wis don? by Con- tion, and thufi make pay th^ expenses 
gi-i-ss to mesi ih:s dnuT^v? * lot' (he war! Eiicrhind was* delerretl from 

Tn r.r.vJiug tliis mruou of Sccr-'tn • v U',v •d )i:i^' ihir. duri;i-r the last war, only from a 
rlrir's repor'. ono would think the Virgiu- fear oftlielr ov/:i iybnJs: that check is now 
i r< luiw just stumbled on a copy of Samu!;;! [ entirely removed. 

Webb's speech at thr? Albany Convo:uion i "Fred-.-n.-'k IT, Kui^ of Prussia, could 
of 1839, and without fully nops^p-sinnr him- take a nev; recruit, who had never bestrode 
self of the important, considor.uion? it pros- ! a horso, t:nd ''u tv.-o weeks make him a 
ent.'=!. or magnanimity to acknov.'k'ilgeFomeJiri-t rate trooper; in that saine time, how 
of bis ideas, had thrown out some of the mueh easier would it bn to qualify such an 
leading hints in hriRte. so as to secure iiim- individual for a font ro'dicr? Besides which 
self the lionor of their origination. We , these sohliers, po trained :md tutored by the 
v/Itt'copy, in this eoiineclion, a paragraph! iTiost experienced captains of the day, 
or two of Webb's remaiks, only request-! would all be hardy, able-bodied men — ac- 
ing our readers to restrain their expressions I climated and inured to hunger and priva- 
of surprise at finding a Quaker so discern- 1 tions beyond the endurance of northern 
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men. Such is the valor of the freemen of 1 nnder the best possible military organiza- 
this nation, that in a good cause they could j lion, would avail us but little. Whilst the 
accomplish any thing but impossibilities; i cotnbineil Powers of the world couhl not 



but our FloriJa war has prove.l that it is 
impossilile for thtiiu to compyt'.i \vit!i tiit? 



subdue us, even a scroiulary naval Power 
I'O'.iiil avoid o'.ii" hind defenco?, set our ar- 



hardy slaves, and r.^sti;'.?s, evoi'-w.ilcb- ; luin.s ni <!.'il isice. ::ik1 piTsccuto rijjninsi us 
f;d Indians, who, n<'iV.5bio;n"d to hung-n', io ! a w.u' i:iU;U;;'ably h;inr.5:sing and disas- 
nakedne^s, and privatio :h iVoin -Al the com- [ iro i-^.'' 

fjrts, and many of die n;vj=sai-ie3 of lifo — \ Sa/h i? tl-.-? CApo^^iv.v, n;iy, tlir^ wrla'n- 
pfaetically acj-iainted wdh lopo:r;-apliy 1 ly of ia:'0 iciiiva'iio di-.^uster, ari^in;i oat of 
and geography of the cannlry, v;v^Uld b? an ; 'Mbs ch.'.ra'U'r of oar in.sti'uiions,'* and 
overniat«h for ts.i iimz'i their mcm'/er "the position of oar pe:ip!e," ''(v.enase- 
from the Norlh, unacnistomed to tha cli- cnn liry naval powo: rould avoid our land 
inate, and, above all, to the d^pvivadons il3lei»;;(>?, slH our m-ndi^s at defiance, and 



a'.id 'bufferings that would attend them amid 
the miasmas of the low lantlsand swamps, 
("the nialari.i*' of America,) parrieularly 



pvose;Mit^; sriainst us a war intolerably har- 
rassintr ''inil disastrous," Do not sav this 
is abolition slang; ;hat ihe South is brave, 



when thsir cauj;2 isunjastbsfjro (io:l, and I and scis the vcorld at, ddiauce. This is 
cruel in the. sight of men. i the o'iri;ri:>,! rc^port of tlic condition 

*'Iitthis 'wo.'>d2tt country,' v.'iih but rcW jund liabiliiy of tii? country at this present 
roads, and those narrovv and bad — inter- j n^o:n-3ni. Wrtll m'iclu 8enat">r Pierce, dc- 
capted by forest??, streams and mora's'st's, r.n ; id ira in his phiee. ihnt we arc in a worse 
army much cxeecding one hunJrc.l thnns- j preparaUon for d>'u;ucc than we were at 
and mdti could not operate lo u ivaninge. ! the coiumencement of the'lnst war, Con- 
A much larger nuuVi)t'r wotd-d bo in each ' sid.n'ing tb.c changns mi our exposures, ari;-> 
odier's way, an l would ycq::iVv:- rnor? lo iiiig fram tli3 fJiat^; of E:i;'ope, the. snrial 
sustain them t'nn lljev wer:^ worth, (in a I r.jvol-.jtion in i!ia Wess iiidios- nnd the ad- 
military point of view.) panictilarly if tlte ; v;vv.*e nrv.h' in ihe- art of war, it is proba- 
enamy were supported by a mariiiinL- n:> j b!y !i:}t far f;oni the tnith. 
lion,; with sufficient naval force to iusiire i N!?w. udtnt d )es o-.n' slaveholding Sec- 



thsm a supply of provisions, ia rase o'" 
necessity, and lo provent saiili a supply to 



us. 



The only inaterial diifcren 
the views of the two statesmen is in regard 
to the use of "steam vessels of light draft," 
both for aggression and defence — a difl'u'- 
once well accounted for by the advance 
which has been made in that branch of 
military science in the last tv^o years and 
a half. In every other respect their views 
may be said to be identical, only wdiat one 
has said with Quaker simplicity and di 



v.'^fary of the Navy, spcnkiug as tliK mouth 
of a slavfdrd lino; execulivn and a pro-sla- 
very cabinet, propose lo do about it? Vv hat 
between system of nieasiir:is does he recommend 
to meet this alavniinjr exigency? Does he 
tell us that it is the duty of tiie government 
only to perform that which is possilde, but 
that it is clearly impossible lo defend such 
a co tniry with such a mighty enemy cher- 
ished in its own bosom, and that unless 
thai p!:reaf error in our social sysfem can 
be remedied, the southern section of lite 
country is indefensible, and must be aban- 



rectness, the other clothes in the garb of doned at once in case of a foreign war? 
odicial circumlocution and Virginia absir:K*- The first idea that occurs to a slavehold- 
tion. They are agreed in regard to tlie 'er when he wanis a thing done, is to ffet 
greatness of the da-.tger, and i?s cauf:e, and isnmc!)ody to do it for him, and this applies 
the inevitableness of the evils it entails up- las well to delence as to labor. He there- 
on the country. The Secretary goes on to i fore proposes that a unvy shuU be provi- 



say — 

*-It is obvious that a war ihns rondac!";! 
must be sncce:^srMl to a very !rr.: it cxtcii;. 
iti spite rif ii'd <!v» d?'.r:!rsr'or. o-i 1 w.' 
could c?.niriv:^. Nolliiu'i" li'-='^ tliun th'^ co:> 
ver.-iion of h ill' ou-- (•o.i:it!'y inio ;•. miliiarv 
g.irrison coul 1 pr.»t'^"t us ag;iin.>t i!. Sacii 
is the expose 1 condition of o'lr country, 
such is the character of our institutions, 
ami such the position of our people, that a 
population of twice our present number, 



.I 'd. a lequr'c to keep a foreign naval pow- 
er. Cl,v;!t i'ri'ain for instaiice. fro'n gcltin:if 
ic::''?^ to "ih'^ hostile Oioments of ou'* F( - 
•.•i:d f?y."-in;n.*' And n'< liie itnvjil fon'o 
woui.} be iv,ann?:l cxi'lnKivcly from the 
north or free 8!atc:% a d!)u'>ie advputtijr^ 
v.'o'.'.l.l be Tauie.l, ar? it v.'ould not only 
make norihern men do liie lighting, but 
would leave the slaveholders a*, home to 
watch their "institutions." We must, 
then, he saySf "meet the enemy upon tho 



trcoan, with men trained and disciplined 
for the rontest,'' i. e., nnrlherii seamen 
and not "su^^l^• him to l.xnil upon on 
shores, ir'.Ksiiiiir to a fu^attcrid a-.id hiu'.jsse-.'i 
pe:)f)l'.!. to c.'ipei hiiii lV')!!i \\\::\r ('.r;:n;5 n:i 
iii'iisid '.riic* hi-sloi'v of {})?. two wwcs 
ra.idy cnd'.irjJ. Mr. U. w.ill knows, ave 
n >t a pr.K':'.l;.'!!l fo;- i'\\\u:.> (Mhr- iln'ion he- 
c.i'.is.; shivtv. in l!v.; i^ritir?':! W'l'si hr.\k^? 
arj nji'j freo. IL- savs in r.^ijivl lo « n.i- 
vy, lint "lo'iking to -t as i':v.\ chief, if nol 
f.'ic o'.ilji d;;'{;ni'rt of our connlry.," nteaii- 
\\vy tiia slave Stales, "aifuinst ihose wars 
of incursions,"' hy w'lich he had hofore 
said a "hiow wouk! he stnir-k at us through 
■our own insiiluiions," iiikI in whicli an 
c:ifnny would find himself ^'aruved with 
a . four-fottl, power of anuovance,'.' lhat 
"might' pvoniiKC snocef.s to his cntcrprif^e. 
uu.i ai any rate, lit the souihern portion of 
f)ur country, would he disasirous in the 
cxU\uu2," in ro-rard to the oslent of naval ; 
f.)r;t3 required, "we cannot -"^rfith/ stop 
short of half ,t!ie naval for.-o of xhe stron<r- 
est qarititne powsi',iti. thn Vvorld,"' — that 
"v,i:h Ie=t5 than this our flpols would only 
sir*':', to swell iho trintnp'.is and f.^ed the 
cupivh.ly of our ?.:ie:nv," that "it is he!t;-ir 
i > li.iv? none at all, ihan to have loss than 
•ennuirli." 

This, ihen^ fellow-cliiz-^nf;, is pur condi- 
tion. — 'Fh? slave States of this Ujii'Mi per- 
sist in miintainiuf^. niv, in fouip'^llih^r u-j 
to maintain, to fec^l with our hr;?;td. nnii to 
•clotliG with our cloth, and to enforce with 
our power, an institution which sieither en- 
riches norent)')l8s the iialioti. h\jtisal once 
a source ofpoveriy and reproac'i, and which, 
so far f«)m adding anyth!n9r to the nahonal 
Etrenfflh, increases "fourfold" the expenses 
and diliiculiies of defence, and the horrors o( 
v/ar.— And nov/ they c<>me and tell us that 
o:i1hiH a:count ahno., we must have a na- 
vy half as largo as that of Great Britain, 
lhat nothing loss wlUdo,a!td that "it is bet- 
ter to have none at all,- than to have lef-s 
than enough." 'VhrA it is (Utly ou account : 
of slavery, we all kn:nv, hecaus". v/e all ; 
know how llie conn'rv Ins heen well de- ; 
fended v,'ith!)ut any thing like liiis. in form- i 
<^r days, wiien European unions Vvere so! 
silua!.?! in r;r-pr'c}. to their own c/d'tniep, 
ih.it they Could n-st assail us ''tijrough our; 
-own iiv-.iit.u-i;)n?;.'' ''• 

Xi-.W liow in-ic:-; j-; it lh- rlavelvil 1- 
c?5 ask 03 to do fir tlieiv or-.stection? 'fhat 
we should provid;? a navy c'lud to "half 
the naval force of the sirnn'rpst maratime ' 
power in the world?" That power^, of 
course, is Great Uritain, and there is no 



other poAver with which we are in immi- 
nent dangsr of (collision. Our present naval 
arce amounts to 53 ships, mounting 2,098 
gun?;, ave;aghig a fracdon over 40 guns 
eai'Ii, a i l i sie;mie;s. The whole numher 
of p^roon^ jnv,' aitached to the naval ser- 
vice is 12.t!riB. /riie esiimated expense of 
the deparlmr.'.t f)r 1843 is ^•?8,'^i3,207. 
Now l!ie "n ival force of the Ktrf)ngest mar- 
ilinie power hi the world," Great Britain, 
is shii)s, mounting guns, besides 

steamers, (saying notlung of 
steamers now in the mail and nterchantser- 
vice, which can i)e immediately employed 
in the navy in case of war,) the wdiole re- 
quiring men in service. It was stat- 
ed by Senator Buchanan, the other day, thr.t 
our navy cost, for sonie reason, gun for gun, 
twice as .dear as thai of Englan<l. If this 
is correct, then such a navy as is absolute- 
ly necessary, so indispensable that it were 
better to have nothing at all than to have less, 
wo'uld cost i ! the firbt instau'-e at least 
milliuns of dollars to build it, and then 
wouid cost tnilhon? a yea^* to keep it up 
and inan it. — To such an expenditure 
Great Hrilian drives us by her Emancipa- 
tion Act. C{)uld she have pushed ns as 
hard by laying out her huiulred millions of 
dollars in ships and fonilications, wiilumt 
emancii)ation? Ccrtaitdy not. Well may 
Sff. Upshur estimate the extra expense and 
dhlicnliy of defendins the coimlry, occa- 
sioned by slavery, at "fourfold.'' 

Suppose, then, we decline to build it. 
What follows is, that we are defenceless 
and indefensible. But it is a maxim of states- 
manship, that a nation which is kn^wn to 
be defenceless antl indefensible is at the 
mercy of other nations. It owes its im- 
munity nolely to their forbeaiance or sense 
of justice. Are we content to be in this 
position? Are our relations whh Great 
Britain such that it is compatible with our 
national independence and our natinnal 
honr r to tell her that we are bound hand 
and foot by our slaveholders, and utterly in- 
capable of making any defence, in case she 
chooses to go to war with us; but we hope 
her magnanimity and sense of justice will 
forbear to take any advantage of our weak- 
n'.''S. either by withholding reparation for 
th.e an'a'r of ih.e ('ar.'diiie, or delaying the 
s?M'le!n;'u; of th.e B.--undary QviCftion, orc'e- 
cliuuT; to remove Ifr ferls from our terri- 
tory isjyond the lircky Mountains. In 
short, we trust she will do just as well hy 
us. as if we could defend ourselves. Shade 
of Bunker Hill! For what did Ave declare 
ourselves an inuepfTident nation? Was it 
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to be bound by a handful of slaveholders, 
and laidatthe feet of King George's grand 
daughter to ask for mercy? 

But then, again, how aro we to get a na- 
vy equal to "half the naval force of tlie 
strongest marillms power in the world?" 
The Secretary of the Treasury tells us 
that our I'evenuc will fall fourteen millions 
sliort of our expenses next year, with 
very little more th-an our present navy. 
He also tells us that he has not been a' le 
to borrow money at six per cent., reJcem- 
ahle at the pleasure of the government. 
He wants to try treasury notes again, but 
seems to knov/ enough about fmance to be 
aware that it can only be to i very limited 
extent that these can be put in circulation 
without deoreciatincf. Our revenue from 
the sale of lands is about run out. Our 
state credit is running lower and lower, and 
dragging down with it that of the natio3i, 
and, to a certain extent, that of the whole 
people individually and collectively. If 
the states will not bear direct taxes to sup- 
port their own credit, or to execute their 
own works, are they likely to bear them 
any better to build a navy to defend some 
250,000 slaveholders, who are trie authors 
of all our calamities? As to any consider- 
able increase of revenue from imposts, it is 
out of the question, for it is beyond doubt, 
that we are very near the point where ad- 
ditional duties, by creating at once decrease 
of consurapdon and an increase of manu- 
facture at home,' would keep the revenue 
about where it is. To create such a navy, 
therefore, as will be of any service towards 
a defence of the South, is impossible. And 
there v/e are. 

It is but justice to the Secretary of the 
navy, however, to say that he professes 
himself "aware that this great increase of 
our navy cannot be elFscted in any short 
time;" he therefore proposes it "only as 
the object at which our policy onglit to 
aim," but he thinks we may, "in a fev/ 
years, accomplish all that is desirable," by 
such annual increase as the treasury will 
allow. But this annual increase is a game 
that two can play at; and it is possible "the 
iiaval force of the strongest maritime power 
in the world may keep on growing as fast 
in proportion as our own; so that, even ad- 
mitting we had the ahili y to begin and ijo 
on accordin<r to this plan, wo miirht, after 
an age of effort, fin;! ourselves still in pos- 
session of a navy, fit only "to tempt the* 
cupidity and swell the triumphs of our 
enemy." 

But we cannot do even that. And be- 



sides,' our wants and dangers are present 
wants and dangers, not what are to arise 
"in a few years*" The Boundary ques- 
tion, the Caroline case, the Right of Scirch, 
the Shipwrecked Slaves, the Creole, are 
all now pending, and urgent for a settle- 
ment, either by negotiation, or by the final 
resort. They Iv.ive been delayed too long 
already for the integrity of onr national 
honor, and delayed, as ma)'- be sh')wn, 
chielly througli the. imbecility and the clii- 
cancry occasioned by this very 'institution.' 
Every year's delay is to our injury; the 
claim's must be settled, or abandoned, that 
is clear. They cannot wait the slow pro- 
cess of creating such a navy as we cannot 
do without, in case of war — unless we 
choose to abandon the slave slates to their 
destiny. Here we are shut up. 

Not only is slavery the cause, the sole 
cause, of our "four-fold" embarrassment 
and helplessness, and inability to stand up 
and look a nation in the face as an equal; 
but it is the cause of our impox'erishnient 
and loss of credit and character, that disa- 
bles us from making any provision for 
defence. It was well remarked by distin- 
guished Senators, the other day, that a 
sound fiscalit,y a good condition of the treas- 
ury in regard to resources and credit, is tha 
most indispensable of all the means of pub- 
lic defence — that, widiout it, navies and 
fortifications and armies only add to the 
weight which overwhelms a helpless na- 
tion. Now, it is slavery and the slave 
trade — a system that always costs more 
than it produces, and which, in the last ten 
years, has swallowed capital by tens of mil- 
lions — it is this which has a!)sorbed and 
annihilated the circulating resources of the 
country, drained the life blood of business, 
deranged all the courses of trade, destroyed 
the credit and character of the nation, and 
presented us in a worse condition, as to fis- 
cal rC'3ources and ability, than we have ever 
heen since the Consiilutron was adopted. 
And yet our slaveholding administration 
ask us to build tliis navy solely because it 
is needed for the protection of slavery. Let 
those who uphold it protect if. 

But we are not yet at the bottom of the 
quagmire in which slavery is sinking us.— 
Suppose vv-e had a navy, and suppose we 
had the means also of supporlinjr slavery, 
with all its waste — it avails nolhin'r at all. 
The whole efilcacy and value of this sys- 
;.tem of defence, which is so ostentatiously 
brought forward, depends upon its entire 
and absolute success, keeping an enemy 
from landing in the slave states. Every 
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bay, harbor and river must be kept impreg- 
nable; every rood of tliree thousand miles 
of coast that skirts the slave region must be 
kept ahsoUitely impervioiis to the enemy;', 
fv)i', th? moment an en:5my once sufcecds,' 
i:i cn'jciin;^ iv.\ inroad upon ih.a sol!, ihc'i 
work is dcjiie. The magazine naeds only I 
one single spark, in one £i!n;^Ie p-lacc, lofuv;: 
the wholv). Now is it, in tlio niitura of, 
thinirs, cr.;dihle or consislcnt, that in siicli ai 

i 

war as is conioniphiled by the Secretary,' 
any naval fjrcc ioha'.cver can sseuie to • 
sni*:h a coiinVry, vji!h such '^tivsUlu'ions^'^ 
ahoohiic iaijnnnity fi'oni invasion? Do you I 
think ail ihj "wooden walls" of old Eng-j 
land would have kept Bonaparte iVoin 
landing on her shores, could he have been 
secure of linding "a fonr-fold power of an- 
noyancs" made ready to his hand, and 
•'promising success to his enterprise," in 
t\Q "institutions" of the country, aud by 
•'arraying the liostile elements of the social 
system against each other?" As to any 
scheme or hope of dnRnice, then, wo can- 
not do it if we would; we ongiu not if we 
we could; and it would be of no use if we 
should. The slaveliolders must emanfri- 
pale tb.eir slaves, or we must continue di- 
vested of our national independence, or our 
g.>vernment must plainly tell liie slave 
states to take care of their own slaves, r.nd ' 
defend tiieir own "institutions," in their 
own way. 

How long our statesmen, (by courtesy,) 
will continue {<■ blink the truth in regard to 
this matter, depends on the degree of for- 
bearance or of corruption tliat the British 
government may think it pofici/ to employ 
— or upon the success of abolitionists, aid- 
ed by events in Divine Providence in open- 
ing the eyes of the people to sec how, and 
by whom, and for whose benefit, this 
country is governed. My skirts are clear, 
be the end what it may. 

P.. S. — There is another difllcidly, al- 
ready well nigii insurmountable, even with 
our present small navy. The Secretary 
says: 

"Great difficulty is experienced in the 
enlistment of seamen. To what cause 
tiiis should be attributed I am unable to 
say; and, consequently, I am not prepared 
to sugsrest anv rcmodv. It is, however, 
probably true, that the mere seaman is of 
too little consideration in the general esti- 
mate of the service. Laws and regula- 
tions securing to him the enjoyment of his 
just rights, liberal wages punctually paid, 
and a strict application, if not an extension, 
of the benevolent policy which provides 



for him or his family when he is disabled 
or killed in the service, would probably 
secure for our ships of war tiie preference, 
in most cases, over those of the merchant 
service," 

licre our slaveholding Secretary appears 
to \ind jrslaud very well liow to get men, 
and make tliem friends, and secure their 
services in t!ic defjucc of the coimtry, in 
regard to white sailors. Only let the body 
of slaveholders apply the same principles 
in the case of black laborers, and the South 
is at once defended by a wall of adamant 
against every invader. But the present 
oiiject requires us to notice the extent of 
this diflu'Ailty, and the admisiiion that to 
overcome it will require more. m.07iey, y,'hen 
\ve are already running in debt, and can- 
not borrow. In this connection it mav be 
reasonable also to consider the following 
paragraph, from the English Naval and 
Military Gazette, received by the last 
steamer: 

"We hear on all sides that men are en- 
tering fjist for the Royal Navy. The 
ocean at Sheerness is full. Jill the ships 
in commission, at home and abroad, will 
be filled up to the war complements, 
chiedy with landsmen, but who will an- 
swer for the purpose very well. We shall 
then probably make, or be prepared to 
make, a demonstration to compel the 
Americans to disarm to the old peace 
establishment." 

This does not look like waiting for our 
"gradual increase," according to the means 
of an exhausted treasury. 

There is another small item, which 
sliows the eflect of the "institutions" upon 
the defences of the country. Col. Hen- 
derson, commander of the marine corps, 
in his annual report, Nov. 9, 1841, setting 
forth the demand for an increase of his 
corps to 3000 men, of which 1500 are 
nesded to guard the navy yards, says: 

"The two Southern naval stations, (Nor- 
folk and Pensacola.) more especially re- 
quire a larjre force for their security. A 
large number of arms is kept in each of 
them, which, by a sudden irruption of the 
class of people who are not citizens, might 
be seized and used for most disastrous pur- 
poses, unless a force competent for their 
safe keeping be maintained. The num- 
ber proposed in this table (300 at each 
station.) would seem to be hardly suffi- 
cient for a ser\'ice so important." 

'J'hus we have first to deposit large 
numbers of arms at the Southern stations, 
of course to be used against the slaves, 
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and then We have to employ a large mili- 
tary guard to keep Uiem from being seiz- 
ed by the slaves for use against iheir mas- 
ters. So helpless and imbecile is the 
slaveholding (country, so dependent upon 
the protecting power of the free Slates. 

Frn n the I'itt^lnir^Ii G;izott?. 
LIGHT liN SOUTH CARGLiKA. 
Tlie Gim iiuiati G.izcltc I'oiitniiis oxtiai ls from 
an luldro.'rf " to Uic Far.iiicr«, Meclianics, liulim 1 
and .ither iiulustiious oilizi'us ot" ynulli Cinoliiui.'' i 
wliicli has just lii-en piilili.-lunl in tliiit 8;:i:c'. Ii ! 
is wihicn by an '•rphiruU r," or nilialiiani of li.<- i 
grain giowing. as ihstinjfuis'.ad iVtun ilic j-liiiiiiiifi, i 
retjjion. It is sironglv ai;d wi-ll wriron. uvownii.' 
scniiments foniparativilv nt'w a' tlio S.njili, witii 
a titddness and iletcrntniation wliidi mn.>t stnUt 
terror into the lu-arts of the tilaveholdin-j oliyai- 
cliy. 

The writrr con»mencps l>y asking his fvllow riti- 
zcns if they avc Frcenien," and thi-n dn hin-s tliai 
Ihti GovcrinntMit of Snulli, Caiolina is not a fin 
govern nieni. Uf dorlarcs it to l;c dt'spotic. "As 
a Carolinian," li« adds, -I am a>hanicd t.i say ii, 
it is trui?. Call this state a Republic, and our- 
selves Kcpuhlic.nis and LVinccjais! A!a.<I we 
deceive ouiselves il" wo thirdi wo arc ai^lhinp; 
raoretiian the vLvicd iJavfit of a /ordh/ ol irmr./t ij,'" 
Next he I'tocccds to show why tliis is so, and 
why, in consequence. South Carolina is so })ros- 
traie, lo/mtr yearly her pupulalion and her j)ower. 
and destined liooii to he fhorn hotU ot* i.cr wcaiili 
and Iter strength. 

So he, argues : 
"South Carolina contains a white jjop. 

ulalion of £57,CSI 
Of this, nine slave or planting dis- 
tricts, viz: liesutorl, Colleton, Sum- 
ter, Edaetield, Cic<)rgetown, Ahl>e- 
ville, FairficldjOrangfburg, Charles- 
ton, contain 85,C9C 
The twenty remaining dii-tricts. or the 

grain growing districts, contain 173.('!)4 
*"V'«'t tiu'se nine districts are repre.sented in the 
Legislatute hy 75 K» j>icsciitativ« s, and 2G Sen- 
ators, while the twenty reinaiitin'^ di^'tricts havi 
only 59 representatives, and 19 s5eiiators. Or in 
other woids, Ues than utu-l/iiid if lief m 
mliabllanis of the HHufe, they have a ninjonty o! 
7 in the Senate, and 6 in the House! He pre- 
Bents yet another view, to show Ids fellow-cilizen^ 
"how completely they are under the yoke of lhi> 
slaveholding [lOwcr." It is this: that lifircn «» 
the grain distiicts, having a small portion of slaves^ 
and 145.075 whites — have oidy 47 Uepresenta 
tive». and 14 Senator-s, while the sla\e disuictf 
hftve majorities of 30 in the Honse and 17 in the 
Senate. "Mark." he says, in addition, ' how ou: 
seven Congressmen are «liosen.' 'J'lie lowe 
country, or the slave reKion. wiitj a population o 
1 15.470 whites^ his four, while the up,H'r country 
with a white population <>f 142,614 has oid 
three! H'?r>ce he. concludes that by meanft n 
property qK»r»ljcat!on'< the slave interest has uaxn 
ped the power . rtf,.! ofiiws of the iStateJ and lei- 
every other Ifiieit'si to. laiiguibh and to (Iccoy. Hc:» 
•what he says: - , - 
*• you put vour vote in thc baJ'ct l^ix, xt Js Iriic, 



hut you cannot vote for one of yourseltcs— yotr 
must make your election from among this privi- 
ledge class. Of what account, therefore, is» your 
vote'! It does not help y»?u one i)article, and 
serves to delude you with the idea that you aro 
iVci man iliat y nt may raise a clamor about your 
ii.;his. .'\hd who are your masters'! A class of 
iM'istiicraiic. liontiy, w 111", living upon the l.dmr of 
>l.ivis for the moat pait catc not a straw what is 
the condili- n of ilie ])i)i.r, but industrmus while 
men, nor wiiat bicfmes nl him or his fi.niily. If 
iliey (an get si'Oie <d lliem for their overseers, 
tliey take in.eresi m tl>em accordinir lo their skill 
in man.iiing uiiniiy neuroe*. And tiiey aiegl.ul 
ID iriaKe iir-e ni ail ot you on |;attol and miliiary 
Inly 10 [til vnit a ri \o!i of the wrt ti lled beings 

I Y wLiise toil tliey Mi| port their own im'nli nt 
pifsioTiP, .'\iid how. inioiv, let us ask, arc these- 

II >!i!e g.-niiy. lor vshnsf fomlnit anil eusc not only 
ih.'ir si.-iH'.-i ar." lo l.!il, but their iellow-eitizeiiH 
in i-t be oppresed by llie licjirivation of the liiiht 
ot represcnlulicn ! I'y no ( tiiiipiilatinn that can 
be iii!i(Ie> can il l.e shuv. n lliat llieie aie more et' 
can be niore t!i;ni JV-""..?!;" eilizeiis in ilie fc'laicv.ho 
havi at y din ct in'eresl in sbiM-s.. And ibis is in- 
Iee:i an cxcccciinjily bbeial allowance. Then lui,k 
ai it. 

'li! a population ofiiearly six bnii(hTd thousand, 
ll ere are Iniriv-lwit ihoi;s;nid sevm buiidred and 
ll re>', who noi only liive t'ne dcspdtie. jiiiwtr oser 
il-.'ir J"^7,(;:;8 slaves, l iit the entire ii.ilitical pow- 
er over t]20.:JSl wUiie citizens who rannot l y any 
eo isti uiionul means retiriss tlun teUes wLrn i.p- 
pri sse I by Iciiisliitivc aullioiily — who are so com- 
[lierely ke|,t under that they cannot even have the 
ijti' stii ti o! their pri'n r riabts I rmight into dif- 
ens-ioi in the only hndy il:at can ei,ii-tiJutiiiiial'y 
(!;le -l e chanuc in the lio\rrnmei:t. Is there a 
grei' ci d« si:iiti>jn i.nder the canopy of lu'a^rn1 
riu St to IS rubd entirely and completely by about 
3'-i,(i.)0 aristocrats — men women and children — all 
told. They nuke your Legislatures. your .Iiid^cs, 
yoni M.igi>t.alcs.your Covemor. Avid liic-c yotir. 
lonis ai d inastei'.s, the slavi h'llding nobility, never 
do eiiyiliiuK lor the bi ni fit oi the people, cny-- 
thin ;• li r the i-rnsperity of the whole fctate ! JNo; 
never, I evi r ! and yi't Ibe.'-earc they who prate 
about d. morraey and equal riabts. \\'l,at. for in- 
stance, have 'ciijy done lor the ••ducatiin of vour 
c.hiklren 1 'J'hey liave pnniilrd for theirs. Onr 
taxe-i have gone t^) the building of splendid col- 
lege ediiiccs and the support iif learned facultirp, 
that the cliiidicn of the lich may be liberally cilu- 
cate I, whiLst the ihikbrn of the poorer but more 
induslri.ius citiz»'ns have been left to get an educa- 
tion an ons the pine knots of the ^and hillsi 
•md the iorests of liio hill country as bcet they 
;-an. 

' Fc!low-ciilzcri.*!. w e muft Co Fon"f thing to rave 
.)iir lieloveJ State from emirc ruitt. We nnist de- 
mand our rights with a fixed deiciininailon to have 
them. The Constitution tnust l e amended tio that 
■Vee po|iulatioii, not interesied in slaves, may have 

heir rightful representation in the government of 
'ho Stale. This miitierof propeily qualification is 
Ant>r publican and only fraught with diisnstrrfo 

> the inieavt of the great minjority of tlic people. 

\nd il will l^c a burning shame if we allqw this 
-mall handful of indolent, proud slaveholders to 
ride o» er us rough shode, as ihey have been doing. 
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OUil COUNTRY'S 
(Ilopu!)iishcd from 



Ths (locuroents aoeojiipaiiyin!; tli(|~ 
saSr? of Fi'visiclent Tyler coinin-lsc th|E 
nuiil repnrts of tlit- two rliief olH^dr; 
gRil will* the caw of the dffen -os nn(| 
iilvc forc-c; of the oountry. tlu' See 
of War and tiie Narv. -Wo ioo!; (•■WkE 
to tlieui to discover the cxj 
lUi causes of (he danger, and ihe int'lE 
tlcfenufi,. wiih ilio dogrcc of rcIiaiU'olE' 
placed hi ihfi ])ropospd dpfcncf^s. 
Sjcrplary of War is lion. J. C. Sp|~ 
a gciiilsman of the first rale tilents 
d'JSj-. acii of husiiii'sy of 
taport divides oiu' avniiaolc 
t;trpe classes: naval foivcs, foriiiicl^E 
rtnd tacUiii'cs of interior coinmnricas'^r^ 
in Seating' of' foriificationr;, and oi' ili|~ 
eral sysiesn adupicd many yf;ar9 sinc| 
the recoinmendaiion of fJen. Hsmartii 
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their completion as fiiPt iis t|; 
S'.mr.'GS of thfl conntry will allo-.v, !va|= 



urging 



Ths works intciidvd for the iml 
mots southern portion of our !e!Tilor|; 
^Iciibrly reijuire atlr-nlion. lndif'a;i.)| 
already ma le of designs of tlio wnrslf; — 
aefer against that region, in tho fcv|E 
a certain quarter, to f 
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hostilities from 

we cannot be insensi'.il'i. Th'^ 
suhniitlftd, with the mc-ans on liand, f|jl_ 
completion of the works at Bcatifort iE 



the niouih of Cape Fear river, in If 
Carolina, at Charleston, Savannah, aii 
Augsi^tine. will furnish ad.-;ijnnto del 
to those places. To provide for the. ^ 
still remaining unprotected, in llie pvk 
hostilitins being threaten:^! before the 
torn of fortifications is complete, a ^ 
to steam vessels of lijrht drfiUght v.'f- 
necessary; and in reference to soir 
them, where foriilicaiions would iiot|; 
as already indicated, that species 
fence will be indispensable- Five ofAz 
in the Gulf of Mexico, and seven oii 
southern part of the Atlantic coast| : 
di>?.med necessary by the Chief Engirff 
The report of the Q mrter Mastc.M 
eral, Jessup, accompanying that cM 
Se; r3t:iry, pouits to the same thing ^t. 
following terms: h 



_--j|In the event of war with either of the 
European powers possessing colonies 
^ "IjiG West Indies, there woitld be danger 
;;^|ho peninsula of Florida being occupied 
^ Jli>b>f'lif:-from th"?' islands. A proper vc- 
^1 to the securiiy vl' our southern States 
jl|ilrGs that prompt and eflicient measures 
_ lopted to prevent such a state of tilings, 
jfleiher the Florida War be terminated 
~-||ng the next winter or not, I would re- 
•^mend that measureri be immediately lii- 
—^ lo erect permanent works at Key Bis- 
-;^|k;, Key W^est, nil such other points, 
r^lfpng, (f-.e keys or en the! peninsula a^i on 
^3|u!'Vali<ni may be fom\d to possess tho 
""ligltcsi military adVantages. Tile tinie- 
"Slitteniion of liio government to that 
""■^ortant objoct may save a heavy ex- 
• •^ ('■> vv'ell as a vert, the- most disas- 
-Sfs consequetices." - • ' 

'•^ hus it appears that in paying fi.vo mil* 
for Florida, to prevent its becoming 
, , '^ fnge for numerous slaves, we havjr in- 
^ .^ffed the necessity of defending 1.500 
of sea coast, to prevent its "being 
p jSiipied by blacks from the islands.** A 
1—=^ forethonghl, indeed. 
■ ^pi this a'lusion of the New York Sec- 
' ' 3 ry to designs ''from a certain quarter" 
course, suffi: ien;1y intelligible, and 
out as direct ns could be ventured on 
^ ''Northern Man with Southern Prin- 
"~3|s," especially when subserviency was 
"^ fcent adoption. But tho Secretary of 
^^av}', being a slaveholder, a nullifier, 
-Si* who has seen service in defence of 
^ peculiar institutions" of republican 
J||;rv, can afFord to be more explicit.— 
J|ayr — 

war between the United States and 
s j:^|conrideraIile marat'me Power would 
~.^ibe conducted at this day as it would 
JZ;| been even twenty years ago. It 
—jMd be a war of incursions, aiming at 
^_glution. The first Idow would be struck 
-~|s through om* own institutions. No 
•^)n, it is prcfumed, would expect to be 
^^essfui over us for any length of time, 
•:i^^fair contest of arms upon our soil; and 
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